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piece; and, though he had a thousand shot made at
him, stood unconcerned, and charged his piece again,
and let fly at the enemy, continuing to do so three
times ; at the same time, beckoning with his hand
to his fellows to come on again, which they did,
animated by his example, and carried the place for
the king.
When the town was taken, the king ordered the
regiment to be drawn out, and calling for that sol-
dier, thanked him before them all for taking the
town for him, gave him a thousand dollars in money,
and a commission with his own hand for a foot
company, or leave to go home, which he would;
the soldier took the commission on his knees, kissed
it, and put it into his bosom, and told the king, he
would never leave his service as long as he lived.
This bounty of the king's, timed and suited by
his judgment, was the reason that he was very well
served, entirely beloved, and most punctually obeyed
by his soldiers, who were sure to be cherished and
encouraged, if they did well, having the king gene-
rally an eyewitness of their behaviour.
My indiscretion rather than valour had engaged
me so far at the battle of Leipsic, that being in the
van of sir John Hepburn's brigade, almost three
whole companies of us were separated from our line,
and surrounded by the enemies' pikes. I cannot but
say also, that we were disengaged, rather by a des-
perate charge sir John made with the whole regi-
ment to fetch us off, than by our own valour, though
we were not wanting to ourselves neither; but this
part of the action being talked of very much to the
advantage of the young English volunteer, and pos-
sibly more than I deserved, was the occasion of all
the distinction the king used me with ever after.
I had by this time letters from my father, in which,
though with some reluctance, he left me at liberty
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